
INQ Course Descriptions – Summer 2024 Offerings 
Early Summer (Mid-May/Early June) 

2024SE INQ-240-OL Statistics and Sports Online Asynchronous 

The sports industry is a multibillion dollar entity that generates some extremely interesting 

questions about quality assessment, business, ethics, and health issues.  Some of the questions 

we will ask are: What type data are necessary to assess the quality of a player and how can we 

use that data to determine the value of a player?  What are the long term health risks associated 

with playing full contact sports and how do we determine the prevalence of these injuries and 

their impact on the player’s lives.  The key to answering these questions is putting aside 

preconceived opinions and emotion and using statistical analysis to see what the data say.  Under 

the broad umbrella of statistics, this course will use an abundance of rich data sets to uncover 

the enormous impact that statistical analysis has on the sports industry.    

2024SE INQ-260CO-OL Media Effects Online Asynchronous 

How does media use affect people? Aside from working and sleeping, individuals in the US spend 

more time consuming media than any other single activity. By the time the average person 

reaches 65, he or she will have spent over six full years of life watching television – not to 

mention the additional time spent on the Internet, mobile communication devices, and playing 

video games. The importance of media in people’s lives makes it crucial for us to comprehend 

and critically examine our perception of media messages and their influences. This course will 

introduce students to the study of the effects of media on individuals and society. By introducing 

media theories through several key research areas, this course will explore such inquiries as 

“does exposure to media violence increase aggression?,” “does consuming sexual content lead to 

callousness against members of the opposite sex?,” and “does media stereotyping breed out-

group intolerance? 

2024SE INQ-300-OL Sport and Society Online Asynchronous 

Many of us participate in or follow sports, but when we play tennis or watch the Super Bowl, we 

aren’t usually thinking about how society affects sport or how sport influences who we are. What 

role does sport play in the socialization of children and adults? How is sport connected to the 

economy, our schools, politics, religion, family, or our government? How does sport perpetuate 

or disrupt social inequalities based on race, gender, social class, or disability? How do media 

shape sport and our understanding of it? What problems—violence, substance abuse, eating 

disorders, and gabling—are reflected in or exacerbated by sport? This course will ask you to 

choose a problem or issue in sport for which you can offer a solution, whether it be the 

development of a program, policy, business, non-profit, event, research project, information 

campaign, or some other creative outcome. 

Summer 1 (June) 
2024S1 INQ-120-OL Sport & Ethics Online Asynchronous 



Should a person be able to ingest a substance to help sport performance? Does it matter if that 

substance is a soda or a steroid? Is it okay to break a game rule if it helps your team win? Are 

athletes obligated to be role models? In our society, sports can fascinate through playing, 

watching, or talking about the games. Sports also have an impact on nearly every life, positively 

and negatively, of both the passionate fan and the uninterested person who cannot tell the 

difference between a touchdown and a touchback. This course will inquire some of the 

sociological and ethical considerations of sport and life, and illuminate some of these complex 

issues. The course goal is for each student to consider how sport can impact life, and to 

contemplate and question the many perspectives in which sporting endeavors can be viewed. 

2024S1 INQ-260PY-OL Positive Psychology Online Sync (10:50AM-01:00PM) 

Two perspectives of psychology have focused predominantly on what Abraham Maslow called 

“the farther reaches of human nature”: humanistic psychology and positive psychology. This 

course will examine the major concepts of humanistic psychology (e.g., self-actualization, fully-

functioning persons), will examine the contributions and shortcomings of this approach, and will 

explore the more recent positive psychology movement with its stronger research-based 

emphasis on human strengths and civic virtues and human flourishing. A thorough investigation 

of one construct from humanistic psychology will be undertaken (involving an inquiry into 

reliability and validity studies, adequacy of support for proposed applications, and critiques). 

Students will then address questions concerning the quality and adequacy of assessment 

techniques and of empirical studies in such areas in positive psychology as love, empathy, 

happiness, and self-esteem; each student will select one narrower area for further inquiry and 

will write a literature review on their chosen research question.   

2024S1 INQ-260SO-GOL Traveling w/o Leaving-Glbl Online Asynchronous 

Why do people take their shoes off when they enter a home in Japan?  Why do some Egyptian 

women choose to wear the veil?  Why are many marriages around the world still arranged by 

parents?  These questions focus on practices that most Americans would find unusual.  Yet, 

studying these practices in a meaningful way will help students question their assumptions about 

others.  Students will take a comparative global approach to study topics such as culture, gender 

relations, and family.  This approach will facilitate a critical reflection on the central question this 

course focuses on:  how do social forces shape the lives of individuals?  Cross-cultural 

examinations of similarities and differences will help students investigate the ways in which 

social practices and institutions influence the trajectory of individual lives.  Students will do a 

service-learning project that requires them to volunteer with an agency in the Roanoke Valley, 

and reflect on their experiences in course assignments.  Service: 15 hrs/sem.   

2024S1 INQ-270-OL Myth, Philosophy, and Nature Online Asynchronous 

This course will look at different ways in which people have approached the natural world, 

ranging from mythological accounts of the world and its origins to rationalistic attempts to 

understand natural processes in early Greek philosophy and in the tradition of thought it 

inspired.  We will consider what mythological approaches to the world have in common with 

more rationalistic approaches developed in the western world, and how they differ, as well as 



ways in which contemporary understandings of the world differ from views articulated in earlier 

modes of thought.   

2024S1 INQ-271-A Cowboys and Indians In-Person (10:50AM-01:00PM) 

This course will examine how the American West has been portrayed at home and in other 

countries to learn what this tells us about the function of cultural representations. We will use 

history, fiction, and film to explore how individuals have used the American West to construct 

new identities and to critique their own culture. This class will investigate the nature of those 

myths and explore how they were shaped and what effect they had on our own and other 

cultures. Myths of the American West have been created by other countries as well. The course 

will explore how some groups of Europeans adopted Indian roles and lifestyles. Both European 

and Asian cinema have found the Western a fertile genre for both critiques of the United States 

and expressions of their own archetypes. The course will relate these films to the historical 

circumstances that produced them. 

Summer 2 (July) 
2024S2 INQ-240-OL Statistics and Sports Online Asynchronous 

The sports industry is a multibillion dollar entity that generates some extremely interesting 

questions about quality assessment, business, ethics, and health issues.  Some of the questions 

we will ask are: What type data are necessary to assess the quality of a player and how can we 

use that data to determine the value of a player?  What are the long term health risks associated 

with playing full contact sports and how do we determine the prevalence of these injuries and 

their impact on the player’s lives.  The key to answering these questions is putting aside 

preconceived opinions and emotion and using statistical analysis to see what the data say.  Under 

the broad umbrella of statistics, this course will use an abundance of rich data sets to uncover 

the enormous impact that statistical analysis has on the sports industry.    

2024S2 INQ-270-OL Gods & Monsters Online Sync (10:50AM-01:00PM) 

Asian literature abounds with supernatural beings of all sorts—gods who hold grudges, monsters 

with 12 heads, hungry ghosts that wander the earth, and spiritual masters who can conquer all of 

them. These tales offer an excellent window into Asian religion and literature, because while they 

are fantastic (and fun to read), they make sense when read in the context of Asian belief systems. 

This class will survey Indian, Chinese, and Japanese religious and ethical world views as a 

foundation for reading the many genres of Asian literature. The class will consider the following 

questions: What ethical and religious beliefs help explain the nature of these gods and monsters? 

Why are people, gods, and monsters punished under these belief systems? What do the human 

protagonists learn about themselves? What do the supernatural characters teach us about the 

human condition? 

2024S2 INQ-271-OL Why Hitler? Online Sync (01:30PM-03:40PM) 

This course will ask the question: Why Hitler? Why did one of the most sophisticated nations in 

Europe follow one of the most murderous and hateful leaders in world history? German history, 



the legacies of the First World War, and the biography of the dictator himself will be examined to 

help students begin to form an answer to this question. 

2024S2 INQ-300-OL Making Life Count Online Asynchronous 

What makes life fulfilling? Do you need material wealth? How does personal attitude contribute 

to a successful life? This course will explore how to make our life count by examining the 

relationship of attitude and our perception of living a meaningful life. Do we have to be an 

effective member of the community to make our life count? We will discuss the very real issues 

of poverty, homelessness, and people with physical disabilities in our nation and around the 

world and examine the question “Can everyone live a life with purpose?” This course requires a 

service learning component. The service learning experience will allow students to work with 

underprivileged community members in the Roanoke Valley and gain a deeper understanding of 

their situation. 

 

 

 

 

 


