
   
S
h
e
l
f
 L
if
e
 

   
   
t
h
e
 m

o
n
t
h
l
y
 n

e
w

s
l
e
t
t
e
r
 o

f
 f
in

t
e
l
 l
ib

r
a
r
y
   
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

shelf life 

shelf life 

shelf life 

shelf life

shelf life 

shelf life 

shelf life 

       
 

                             
 
 
 
 
 

Meet your 
 library staff 
Lindsay Anderson 
Speaks 
Lindsay Anderson is a sophomore from Norfolk, Va. who works as 
a student assistant in Fintel Library’s Lending Services department. 
She’s majoring in theater arts and minoring in English. 

January. 
 
Admit it.  Winter 
break was a tad too long 
and you’ve been itching 

to get back to campus.  
 
OK, so why not get an 
early start on that term 
paper so that you can 
really enjoy  spring 
weather when it gets here?  
 
Visit often this month! 
 
- - -Fintel Library Staff 

x-
x-

x-
x-

x-
x-

x-
x-

x-
x 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

20
05
 

x-
x-

x-
x-

x-
x-

x-
x-

x-
x 

375-2294  (general info.) or 375-2295 http://www.roanoke.edu/library/                                                                                                                 

Graduation. Let us help you get there. 

Shelf Life : You’ve been working at the library for several 
months now. What’s it like working at Fintel? 
 LA: Absolutely fabulous. Knowing everything about the library 
has helped me enormously. I can find my own books, see the new Peo-
ple Magazine before everyone else and I have the power to use 
the intercom. I've learned skills that have helped me in my school work 
and I have a quiet place to study when I'm not working. 
  
Shelf Life : Name one or two things every RC student should 
know about Fintel that would make their academic lives easier. 
 LA: Ask us questions!  Before I worked here and I had a problem such 
as finding books or working the microfiche machines, I just shrugged it 
off. Don't do this! The student assistants are always willing to help. 
We'll give you scissors, tape and hole punchers and we'll help you find 
that book that you can't seem to locate. We know more about the li-
brary than you do, but we want to teach you and make your life easier. 
Just ask! 
  
Shelf Life : Ten years from now, when you look back on your 
memories of RC, what will you remember the most?  
 LA: The commons food! I know in ten years when I am cooking my 
own food I'll miss the huge meals, pasta, deli, salad and dessert 
bar, choices of beverage and ketchup dispensers that were just a scan 
away. 
 
  
Shelf Life : Here’s a chance to give a plug to your favorite 
class/instructor. Any absolute “must classes” worth sharing? 
 LA: Roanoke College Choir! If you can sing, then Dr. Sandborg will find 
you. It's fun, you meet amazing people, you travel to Europe, continue 
your singing through college and you get a quarter credit every semes-
ter. You don't need to be a music major, just a major music lover. 
  
Shelf Life : Favorite place to go to forget about homework? 
 LA: Denny's! My friends and I stay in there for hours drinking coffee 
and talking. It's 24 hours, the food is awesome and the waitresses end 
up being your second family. 
  
  
Shelf Life :  What’s been your most embarrassing moment in 
college so far? 
 LA: I won't go into details, but it does involve waking up late for a final 
exam and running across campus in my pajamas. 
  
Shelf Life : Any plans for life after RC? 
 LA: The Big Apple. I want to go to NYU for my masters and audition for 
Broadway shows. Hopefully I won't be a waitress, a cab driver or a thief 
selling Rolexes and Oakleys from under my coat. Maybe you'll pass me 
singing on a street corner with a hat full of money. 

TIP OF THE MONTH: 
Accessing foreign language 
newspapers using Fintel’s 

electronic databases 

1- From the library’s page, click 
on “resources by subject.” 
 
2-  Click on “news.” 
 
3- Click on the Lexis-Nexis Uni-
verse database. 
 
4- Click on the “guided news 
search” tab. 
 
5- Choose “Non-English Lan-
guage News” as your category, 
followed by the language that  
interests you. You can click on 
“source list” to limit the search 
to specific news sources. 

6– Perform your search using 
search term(s) and  limiting pa-
rameters. 

7– Note that 
your search 
terms are 
bolded in the 
resulting full 
text articles. 
Happy reading! 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sophomore Heather Nellis reviews Memoirs of a Geisha 

Fintel Library Hours for 
January 2005 

Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden 
 First, to clarify, a geisha is NOT a prostitute. A geisha is trained as an entertainer; she dances, sings, plays 
instruments, is well-versed in the art of serving tea (and yes, Japanese tea service IS an art) as well as poetry. She 
does not perform sexual favors or any other “duties” of a prostitute. There. I’ve cleared that up. 
 That said, Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden is a stunning book. It’s poignant and sad and exotic and 
racy all at the same time. This book appealed to me because, like many of us, I am sometimes bored with the same 
stories, told over and over, with different characters and different settings. This book was like nothing I had ever read 
before. 
 The story follows the life journey of Sayuri, a young girl from a seaside village in Japan who is kidnapped/
rescued by a man who sends her to the geisha district, Gion in Kyoto. Gion is a secretive place, populated by timeless 
beauties viciously competing for men’s favor, where virginity is auctioned to the highest bidder and where trust be-
tween women is non-existent. Sayuri learns the tricks of the geisha trade in the Nitta okiya (geisha house) from her 
mistress, called Mother, and the three other women who live in the okiya. Her haunting beauty and wit soon make 
her the most sought after geisha in Gion, eclipsing even her famous “big sister” Mameha. Sayuri entertains many 
men, but she cannot forget a certain gentleman called the Chairman who bewitches her as a girl upon her arrival in 
Gion, before she even became a geisha. The plot thickens when Sayuri is expected to pick up a danna, a benefactor, 
(their relationship similar to that of a man and his mistress). A man is chosen, but Sayuri wants no one but the Chair-
man. The story continues on through World War II, poverty, the collapse of the great geisha district of 
Gion and its gradual rebirth. There is a sadness that permeates throughout the entire story; a sort of 
mourning the loss of innocence and even mourning the loss of the art of being a geisha. 
              ~ Heather Nellis, ‘07   

 
How would you like to share your views on a book you’ve recently read? Please email 
hosny@roanoke.edu if interested. The library (and the campus) would love to see your review here! 
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2 
Closed 

3 
Closed 

4 
8 am - 
4:30  pm 

5 
8 am - 
4:30  pm 

6 
8 am - 
4:30  pm 

7 
8 am - 
4:30  pm 

8 
Closed 
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Closed 

10 
8 am - 
4:30  pm 
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8 am - 
4:30  pm 

12 
8 am - 
4:30  pm 
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8 am - 
4:30  pm 
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8 am - 
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Closed 

16 
Closed 

17 
8 am-
mid 

18 
8 am-
mid 

19 
8 am-
mid 

20 
8 am-
mid 

21 
8 am - 
5:30  pm 

22 
10 am - 
5:30 pm 

23 
12 n-
mid 

24 
8 am-
mid 

25 
8 am-
mid 

26 
8 am-
mid 

27 
8 am-
mid 

28 
8 am - 
5:30  pm 

29 
10 am - 
5:30 pm 

30 
12 n-
mid 

31 
8 am-
mid 

     

Fintel’s Latest DVD 
Arrivals 

 
• The Sopranos : The Complete 

Fourth Season (Four discs of the 
critically acclaimed modern mob 
saga) 

• Working Girl (Harrison Ford 
and Melanie Griffith) 

• Dogville (Nicole Kidman, Lauren 
Bacall) 

• Moonstruck (Cher & Nicolas 
Cage) 

• Mean Girls (Lindsay Lohan and 
Tina Fey) 

• Shrek 2 (animated with voices of 
Eddie Murphy and Cameron 
Diaz) 

• All About My Mother (Spanish, 
w/ subtitles; Penelope Cruz, di-
rected by Pedro Almodovar)  

• Guantanamera (Cuban roman-
tic comedy directed by Tomas 
Gutierrez) 

• Men with Guns (Engaging de-
piction of life for the Indian popu-
lation of the mountain regions of 
Latin America. In Spanish with 
subtitles) 


