
   
S
h
e
l
f
 L
if
e
 

   
   
t
h
e
 m

o
n
t
h
l
y
 n

e
w

s
l
e
t
t
e
r
 o

f
 F
in

t
e
l
 l
ib

r
a
r
y
   
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

shelf life 

shelf life 

shelf life 

shelf life

shelf life 

shelf life 

shelf life 

       
 

                             
 
 
 
 
 

Meet your 
 library staff 
Judy Gearing Speaks 
 

Wow, February! 
 
Fewer than a 
hundred days till 

the end of the school 
year. Stay in con-
trol by making fre-
quent visits to the 
library this month! 
 
- - -Fintel Library 
Staff 

x-
x-

x-
x-

x-
x-

x-
x-

x-
x 

Fe
br

ua
ry
 

20
05
 

x-
x-

x-
x-

x-
x-

x-
x-

x-
x 

375-2294  (general info.) or 375-2295 http://www.roanoke.edu/library/                                                                                                                 

Graduation. Let us help you get there. 

Shelf Life : Someone once said that you’ve held just about every single 
book in this library.  Is that possible? How can that be?  Well, that is a bit of a 
hyperbole, but if you consider I probably cataloged the vast majority of books 
arriving since 1984, assisted in the barcoding project in 1991 and have shelf-read 
from time to time, I have probably touched more books than anyone else here 
now. 
 
Shelf Life : Twenty years of working at Fintel Library.  What’s the big-
gest difference between Fintel today and Fintel of yesteryear? Ever get nos-
talgic about “good old days?” The biggest difference is the speed and effi-
ciency in performing our work.  In the old days when the books came in, the cat 
cards had to be ordered and shipped snail mail, then filed.  Now, the record goes 
into the system at the time of ordering and once the book arrives, it shows avail-
able in about 1 day.  Further, any change made to the cards afterwards (call num-
ber, subject heading, etc.) was SO time-consuming. The cards had to be pulled, 
corrected, then refiled.  Now any changes are done in seconds with a few key 
strokes in the online catalog !  Nostalgic?  For any of the procedures--never, but 
for the people who worked here--yes. 
 
 
Shelf Life : What’s the difference between a good cataloger and a not-
so-good cataloger? Would the difference affect students who use the li-
brary? 
Most definitely.  The whole purpose of cataloging is to connect the materials with 
the users.  Catalogers are responsible for what you see in the catalog.  If there 
are mistakes in authors or titles, books can’t be found (accuracy counts!).  If 
proper and complete subjects aren’t assigned, people won’t find the wealth of 
materials we have.  A good cataloger describes the item in terms of subjects, call 
number, contents notes, and so on, such that however a person might search for 
an item, he /she will find it.   
 
Shelf Life : What is the most interesting book you have ever cataloged?  
That has to be General James Longstreet’s From Manassas to Appomattox 
(1896).  I had just seen the movie Gettysburg, and lo and behold we get this gift 
book not only written by the famous general, but also autographed!  You can 
imagine my thrill at seeing his signature while his battle scenes still swirled in my 
mind!  
 
Shelf Life:  What is the oldest book you have ever cataloged?  A pam-
phlet by Martin Luther, dated 1527.  The most challenging book?  A large group 
of pamphlets on Calvinism, all in German, dated 1591-1592, bound in sheepskin 
and hand-stitched.  I had to call upon Dr. Ogier and his expertise as translator/
transcriber on that one. And all these are here at Fintel Library?  They certainly 
are!  Our Archives is a veritable repository of fascinating finds! 
 
Shelf Life: What kind of things do you find yourself doing on weekends? 
I trust you mean fun things?   If it’s summer, you will probably find us out at Smith 
Mt. Lake, skimming the waves in our boat.  If it’s winter we will be rehearsing for a 
musical program (I am usually singing in some type of group) or socializing with 
friends—we love playing board-games by the fireside. 
 
Shelf Life: With a fifth of a century in memories here at RC, you’ve gotta 
have some funny stories to tell. What’s the funniest moment you can recall?  
It was Halloween. Wanting to set the mood in Library, I brought in a cassette tape 
of eerie noises: clanking chains, whistling wind, moaning and groaning.   I cleared 
it with the Library Director, and right before the end of the day put the tape on the 
intercom system.  My coworkers and I were cracking up as these spooky sounds 
resonated throughout these normally silent halls! Just imagine!   

Sophomore Vanessa 
Torres reviews The 

Twentieth Wife 
The Twentieth Wife by Indu 

Sundaresa 
This book combines fiction and real 
historical facts which 
make for a captivat-
ing novel. It is, how-
ever, more geared to 
the female audience.  
This book takes place 
in India during the 
late 1500s when 
women aren’t allowed the same 
advantages as men. It’s a story of 
one particular girl who falls in love 
with a prince at an early age and 
does everything in her power to be 
with him. After being married for so 
many years to another man,  in an-
other part of the country, the loss of 
her husband sends her back home. 
By this time the prince already has 19 
wives and countless concubines. This 
obviously does not leave her out of 
the picture of being a prospect. In 
closing, as history has it, she actually 
was known to be the most influential 
wife of the prince. 
I know it’s really hard to find time 
during the semester with the course 
load and everything, but if anyone 
does find time, I recommend this 
book! 
       ~ Vanessa Torres, ‘07  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVER WONDER WHAT YOUR PROFESSORS READ FOR FUN? WE ASKED! 

Fintel Library Hours for 
February 2005 

 
&Dr. Whitney Leeson of the History Department:  
I Am Charlotte Simmons by  Tom Woolfe 
 “A critical look at college life through the eyes of a rather naive but calculating freshman.  Yes--it really is all about sex and alcohol”. 
        
&Dr. Robert Schultz of the English Department:  
Glass Town and Blue Venus by Lisa Russ Spaar 
“Collections by award-winning poet scheduled to visit Roanoke College April 12-13.” 
        
&Dr. Robert Willingham of the History Department:  
The Plot Against America by Philip Roth.   
“A spectacular blend of memoir and speculative fiction.  What if Lindbergh became president in 1936?” 
        
&Dr. Lisa Earp of Education, Health and HP:  
A Mind at a Time by Mel Levine, M.D. 
“Through the underlying belief that different minds learn differently, Mel Levine explores how the identification of individual learning patterns 
in children can lead to positive ways of dealing with these differences in learning.  This is an excellent book for parents of children who strug-
gle in school.” 
        
&Dr. Meeta Mehrotra of the Sociology Department:  
The Twentieth Wife by Indu Sundaresan  
“A fictionalized account of the life of Empress Nur Jahan, wife of Mughal Emperor Jahangir, and the real power behind the throne.” 
        
&Dr. Rachelle Ankney of the Math, Computer Science, and Physics Department: 
“Chronicles of Narnia, 50th anniversary edition, C.S. Lewis. A delightful new edition with the original illustrations by Pauline Baynes hand 
colored (by Pauline).” 
        
&Dr. Greg Weiss of the Sociology Department: 
Red Mesa by Aimee and David Thurlo 
 “A mystery set on the Navajo reservation; part of the Ella Clah series.” 

Fintel’s Latest DVD 
Arrivals 

• Super Size Me (a docu-
mentary filmmaker ex-
amines the American 
obesity epidemic and 
subjects himself to a 
“McDonald’s only” diet) 

• The Lion King (Walt Disney 2 disc 
special edition on the tale of Simba, 
who “just can’t wait to be king”)  

• The Gods Must Be Crazy I and II 
(starring real life Busman, 
N!xau) Five thousand  
years of unchanged life for 
Bushmen takes a turn one 
day when a Coke bottle 
drops magically from the 
sky. 

• The Decalogue, parts 1-10 Popular 
series of episodes revolving around 
love, loss, faith, and fear in modern 
times. Each episode is  inspired by one 
of the Ten Commandments, but often 
in subtle ways. Polish with English 
subtitles. 

• Bread and Tulips Interna-
tionally acclaimed romantic 
comedy. In Italian with Eng-
lish subtitles. 

• Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind (Jim Carey 
and Kate Winslet) “A comical and 
poignant look at breakups, break-
downs and breakthroughs.” 

• Paths of Glory (Kirk Douglas and 
Ralph Meeker) The celebrated 1957 
antiwar masterpiece, adapted from 
the 1935 novel of the same name. 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 
8 am-
mid 

2 
8 am-
mid 

3 
8 am-
mid 

4 
8 am - 
5:30  pm 

5 
10 am - 
5:30 pm 

6 
12 n-
mid 

7 
8 am-
mid 

8 
8 am-
mid 

9 
8 am-
mid 

10 
8 am-
mid 

11 
8 am - 
5:30  pm 

12 
10 am - 
5:30 pm 

13 
12 n-
mid 

14 
8 am-
mid 

15 
8 am-
mid 

16 
8 am-
mid 

17 
8 am-
mid 

18 
8 am - 
5:30  pm 

19 
10 am - 
5:30 pm 

20 
12 n-
mid 

21 
8 am-
mid 

22 
8 am-
mid 

23 
8 am-
mid 

24 
8 am-
mid 

25 
8 am - 
5:30  pm 

26 
10 am - 
5:30  pm 

27 
12 n-
mid 

28 
8 am-
mid 

     


