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February.

Fewer than a
hunolred dags

till the end of the
school year! stay
ln control bg mak-
ing frequent visits
to the Lf,bmrg this
month!

- - -Flntel L’merg

Staff

$ome of Fintel’s Latest
DVD Arrivals

The Full Monty Six
unemployed men,
inspired by a tour- 1T

ing group of male gl o
strippers, decide E ” w
they can make a

small fortune by i
doing some stripping of their
own.

Little Otik In this adaptation of
a Czech legend

about an infertile

couple, a husband

presents a tree

stump that physi-

cally resembles a

baby to console his

wife. When she

treats it like a real baby, it comes
to life and inspires all manner of
comedy. Czech with English sub-
titles.

Wedding Crashers John and
Jeremy are single guys in their
mid-30s who mediate divorces in
D.C. Their summer social life con-
sists of wedding crashing in order
to meet young women for a one-
night stand.

Cinderella Man Seventy years
after the true story, .
we are treated to a

brilliant account of

the 1930s boxer, Jim

Braddock, and his

incredible story of

success, despite the

daunting odds. Top notch!!!

Torn Down the Voelumae, BPloasael

As Internet use continues to rise and the volume of new information
grows, everyone is overwhelmed. Librarians and information professionals
continually try to guide users away from the noise of the Internet toward
quality resources, but it is difficult to be heard. There is tremendous com-
petition for people's attention from electronic information, but when mass
media and other forms of communication are thrown into the mix the vol-
ume is staggering.

Approximately 31 billion emails are sent each day on the Internet and
elsewhere, a figure which is expected to double in 2006 according to In-
ternational Data Corporation (IDC). The average email is about 59 kilo-
bytes in size, thus the annual flow of emails worldwide is 667,585 tera-
bytes. Email ranks second behind the telephone as the larg-

est information flow and accounts for over 35% of time

spent on the Internet.

Disillusionment with the Internet and email was

inevitable, as everyone values their

time. With the average knowledge [sic] worker

receiving over 100 email messages per day, the

volume is just too high. How did this happen? In

years past the sender bore the burden of time as it

took considerable effort to write or type a letter,

address an envelope, pay for postage, and get to

the post office. With email, the burden of time has shifted

to the receiver. Every passing thought and impulse becomes

instant communication, and every email begs a response.

What can you do to help turn down the volume, both as a sender and a
receiver? Try a few simple yet effective tips in your email communication:
@ Use a subject line to summarize, not describe

@ Make action requests clear

< When you copy a number of people mark out why each person should
care

@ Separate topics into separate e-mails

Once you have put these habits into practice and trained all the folks you
correspond with to do likewise, shift your efforts toward a well-organized
email archive. First of all, give yourself permission to weed as you read -
in other words, you don't have to save everything. If a message does not
request action or contain important information, let it go. Or let your sent
file become your matter of record; if you respond to a message whatever
was important will be in the body of that message.

For the emails you do want to save and organize, take a lesson from li-
brarians and the good old card catalog. Remember the access points of
author, title, and subject? Decide which of these access points is most
likely to work for you, and set up a group of folders. Since topics can of-
ten overlap, many people find that sorting by sender (author) is best. So
your folders may look something like this:

@®one for every mailing list you are on

@ one for coworkers

© one for your boss or team leader

@ one for the family

@®one for friends

@ one for people you do not know but may want to contact in the future
Many email software programs offer their own tips and tools for organizing
email. If you find you still need more direction, toss a few terms into any
popular search engine and you'll find endless ideas. In the end, it's your
computer and your time, so find a system that works and stick to it. If we
all do our part to become more efficient email citizens, we will help turn
down the volume.

Copyright 2005. This article is reproduced with the kind permission of Emerald Group Publishing and its

Library Link service. (http://www.emeraldinsight.com/librarylink ) This article may be reprinted in its
entirety, in paper or electronic format, as long as this statement accompanies the reprint.
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Rumor Confirmed!
Your access to DVDs at Fintel Library is
about to get even better!

Fire up your DVD player! Starting this
March, RC students will be able to re-
quest Hollins DVDs (and video cas-
settes), using the library’s online cata-
log. This is great news because in addi-
tion to the already popular DVD collec-
tion that is housed at Fintel, you’ll now
have access to yet another collection
that has been developed around
Hollins’ film studies program. The fun
starts right after spring break (March
13th, 2006). For more information,
please ask at the lending services
desk.

America’s Poet Laureate Pays a
Visit to Fintel Library!

Fintel Library is very proud to announce that it will be host-
ing an informal reception of America’s Poet Laureate, Mr.
Ted Kooser.

Librarian of Congress, James Billington, has said, “Ted
Kooser is a major poetic voice for rural and small town
America and the first Poet Laureate chosen from the Great
Plains. His verse reaches beyond his native region to touch
on universal themes in accessible ways."

Be sure to visit www.americanlifeinpoetry.org to get a taste
of the free weekly column established by Kooser, featuring
a brief poem by a living American and a sentence or two of
introduction by Kooser. This initiative offers the chance for
poets to reach tens of thousands of readers.

Join us in meeting Mr. Kooser on Thursday, February 23rd
from 1:10 to 2:40 pm on the ground floor of the library.
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February is Discover
Languages Month

SAT

The entire month of February
marks the first annual obser-
vance of Discover Languages
Month—an effort to call our at-
tention to the critical value of

12
12 n-mid

language learning. Why is it
that in a European Union survey
released last September, 99% of
people in Luxembourg said that
they can easily converse in a

19
12 n-mid

26
12 n-mid

second language—while only 9%
of Americans can claim the
same?

Never mind the answer to that
guestion. Just consider taking a

foreign language course the
next time you register for
classes! The benefits to doing so
will stay with you for a lifetime!




