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Major Group Project Paper
Peer Response Exercise

The following activity should be completed using Microsoft Word.  When completed, email your comments to the group designee and to the instructor.  Make sure to include your name as peer responder.  If you make comments on the hard copy of the paper, make sure to put your name on it and return it to the group designee.  These comments are due to the group designee and to the instructor by noon on Tuesday, Nov. 20.  How does this figure into your grade on the paper?  

Exceptional job as peer responder  (above and way beyond) = +1/2 letter grade on paper
Good job as peer responder  (doing what’s asked for) = no change of grade on paper
Poor job as peer responder  (not taking the exercise seriously) = -1/2 letter grade on paper

Not doing peer response on time = whole letter grade penalty on paper

Your Name as Peer Responder:
____________________________

1.
Read through the paper without taking notes.

2.
Find the thesis statement in the introductory paragraph, and type it into your Word document.

3.
Does this thesis fit the guidelines for the paper?  Is it too broad?  Is it too narrow?  Is it clear?  Is it interesting?  Does it make a statement?  Is it worded clearly?  How could it be better stated?  Is it ABSOLUTELY free of errors?  Is it describing the solution that the group proposes?
4.
Complete the following for each paragraph.  

(a)
Carefully read the paragraph.  Find the topic sentence in the paragraph, and type it into your Word document.  If you can’t find the topic sentence, say so.  

(b)
Do the other sentences in the paragraph, stick to supporting the topic sentence?  Which sentences should be cut?  Should another paragraph have been started?    

(c)
Make suggestions for other details that could support or illustrate the topic sentence.  

(d)
Suggest how to make one of the supporting details more vivid.  

(e)
Did you have any questions that you felt the paragraph didn’t answer?

(f)
Does the paragraph support the author’s thesis?  If not, should the paragraph be eliminated completely or revised?  This is the most critical piece of input you can give!  

5.
Comment on all of the transitions that are found in the paper.  Suggest changes to make transitioning between paragraphs more effective.  Is the paper organized so that the authors’ message is clear?  If not, suggest changes.

6.
Offer one concrete change that would make the paper’s introductory paragraph better.

7.
Is the problem well described near the beginning of the paper?  Is there reliable evidence to support the points the authors are trying to make about the problem?
8.
Are current approaches to solving the problem discussed and supported with evidence?

9.
Does the major portion of the paper deal with the group’s proposed solution to the problem?  Is their solution clear and detailed?  Is it correct?  Is it well supported by evidence?  Is it specific and focused?  Is it well reasoned?
10.
Offer one concrete change that would make the paper’s concluding paragraph better.

11.
Standard Usage:  Help polish the grammar, style, punctuation, etc.  Offer at least one specific suggestion for improving grammar, mechanics, or style in each paragraph of the paper.

