INQ 300








Fall 2012
Intellectual Inquiry
Powerful Medicine:  How Do Drugs Affect Our Life?
Major Group Project
How do drugs affect our life?  This course is exploring the pharmaceutical industry and its impact on individuals and on society.  From drug discovery to clinical trials to marketing and economic implications, we have spent six weeks learning some basics about this industry.  Groups will now choose a contemporary problem related to the pharmaceutical industry, carry out research on the problem, analyze possible approaches to the problem, and propose a solution in a final paper and oral defense.
Grading
This major group project is 55% of your course grade.  Both process and product will be evaluated.  In process, you need to demonstrate a professional approach to working with your group.  This includes doing the work necessary to advance the work of the group, arriving on time and prepared to all meetings of the group, and providing other group members with help and constructive input.  Ultimately, the group’s work will be judged on its final products, the oral and written presentations of the group’s solution to the problem they were investigating.  These products should demonstrate that the group can apply critical thinking and quantitative reasoning skills in a meaningful way.  They should also demonstrate explicit and meaningful connections to your past course work (both in the INQ curriculum and in your majors).

Assessment of Group Work


15%


Final Oral Defense



20%


Written Report



20%
Project Timeline
Week of Oct. 8
Choose the four problems that the class will investigate


Form groups  (based on preference input provided to instructor)

Week of Oct. 22
No class meetings

Each group meets to construct a formal proposal of their problem and their initial plans for attacking the problem.

Each group meets with Patty Powell to map out a research strategy.
Week of Oct. 29

Each group meets with instructor.





[Oct. 31:  Groups 1 & 2; Nov. 2:  Groups 3 & 4]





Formal proposal and initial plans due.





Preliminary annotated bibliography due.





Group assessment and progress report due.

Week of Nov. 5

Each group meets with instructor.





[Nov. 7:  Groups 1 & 2; Nov. 9:  Groups 3 & 4]





Updated annotated bibliography due.





Group assessment and progress report due.
Week of Nov. 12

Each group meets with instructor.





[Nov. 14:  Groups 1 & 2; Nov. 16:  Groups 3 & 4]





Draft of paper due.





Group assessment and progress report due.
Week of Nov. 19

No class meeting.




Peers responses due.

Week of Nov. 26

Each group gives a preliminary oral defense.





[Nov. 28:  Groups 1 & 2; Nov. 30:  Groups 3 & 4]





Group assessment and progress report due.

Dec. 3



Final papers due

Dec. 5



Final oral defense:  Groups 1 and 2




[Attendance required of all class members.]

Dec. 7



Final oral defense:  Groups 1 and 2





[Attendance required of all class members.]


Dec. 12


Final project reflection and group assessment due by noon.

