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Roanoke College offers a
wide range of study abroad
experiences, but nothing quite
like this. Located in the Yucatán Peninsula, between the
Caribbean Sea and the Gulf
of Mexico, this Ancient Mayan
lowland sports more than just
lush forests, sandy beaches
and a rich cultural past.
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ROANOKE IN THE YUCATÁN
Unlike other abroad programs,
the Yucatán Program is made
by the college for Roanoke students specifically. This makes it
more personalized and tailored
to your career and life goals.

Maya Ruins and a Spanish language course matched to your
language level.

If you are looking for a unique
opportunity to expand your language skills, experience exhilaRoanoke in the Yucatán is open rating cultural excursions, gain
service-learning experience,
to ALL majors and there is no
and study with one of the forelanguage pre-requisite. The
most experts in Mayan anthrospring 2019 cohort will be led by pology, then you should put YuRoanoke’s very own Dr. Delores catán at the top of your list.
Flores-Silva. Classes worthy of
credit include: SPAN 340 Dance
of Culture, HIST 290 The Classic
Maya, ANTH 261 Reading the
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT Q & A

How long have you been in the U.S.?
I moved to America when I was in 8th grade
and have been here ever since. Living with
my aunt in Philly, I went to a Catholic high
school where I played soccer for one of
Philly’s premier teams. After that I spent the
summer in London, England where I played
some more soccer and now I’m here in Virginia. I’d say it’s not quite like the city, but I
like it.

Sebastian, a driven sophomore majoring in Business
Administration with a concentration in Global Business, is
a full time student from Lima, Peru.
What are things you like most about living in the U.S.?
Anytime spent so far from your family can be tough, but part of what I like most about the U.S. is how
welcoming everyone here is. I find that most people here are polite -- they hold the door, say please and
thank you and are willing to lend a helping hand. Another thing I like about living here in the U.S is the
wide range of opportunities. I’ve been able to get a good education and, through networking, expand
my connections. Being a competitive guy, I also like playing sports in the U.S. I remember, even at the
high school level, facilities were exceptional and people played with a certain type of professionalism,
which for me, made playing more enjoyable.
In what ways does Peru differ culturally from the U.S.?
I mentioned that people in the U.S. were welcoming, but there’s nothing quite like the family connection you get in Peru. In Peru, family is everything. You go to church with your family, you eat dinner together every night, you hang out and generally speaking, you just spend more time together than people do here. As most Latin American cultures do, there is a higher level of value and respect for tradition and your elders. Maybe even more than that would be the level of importance and presence religion has in Peru; more value and time is put into focusing on religion.
What sort of things are you up to now?
As for now, I like getting more involved on campus. I’m an RA for New Hall, Spanish teacher assistant,
Women’s Club Soccer Team Coach, Treasurer of HOLA: Hispanic Organization of Leadership and
Achievement and a member of the International club. For the future I hope to work in the city and visit
my family in Peru more often.
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RETURNEE Q & A
What made you choose Yucatán for your study abroad experience?
There were multiple factors that weighed into my decision, the
first being my experience in the History Methods course. This ultimately sparked my interest on the negative impacts Western
culture has on Mayan culture. Along with the course, opportune
timing and encouragement from Dr. Fuentes, being a part of
the Yucatán program quickly became a no brainer.
What kind of research did you conduct there?

Haleigh, a senior majoring in History,
with an impressive double concentration in both Public and Latin American
History, took her talents to Yucatán,
Mexico in the spring of 2018 with the
hopes of expanding her knowledge in
the studies of Ancient Mayan History.

I primarily did research on Mayan architecture but, more specifically, Mayan history. Considering I frequently visited new sites,
my research was always fun. One of my most found memories
was during a field trip to the ancient Maya City of Uxmal. We
meandered through the city and got to climb the magnificent
Pyramid of the Magician.
What were some of your favorite places to visit?
The entire Yucatán Peninsula is stunning in and of its own; I was
constantly in awe of its natural beauty, however, of all the places
to choose from, a few stick out in my head right away. There’s the
vibrant capital of Yucatán, Mérida, the municipality of Akil and
the quaint Maya village of Oxkutzcab. Not only were these places
pretty but they were also historically fascinating. Additionally, as
an added bonus, I got to go to Playa Del Carmen with a few
friends for spring break.
How did the Mexican Culture differ from that of the United States?
I found that the biggest cultural difference between there and
the U.S. was the presence and relevance of historical influence.
To a higher magnitude than that of the U.S., the people of the Yucatan Peninsula value tradition and, above all, family. This was
something that took me a while to adjust to, but in the end I fell in
love with it.

Without a doubt, go! With Yucatán in particular, whether you like the
environment, history or are interested in the culture, any reason to go is
a good one. Most importantly, if you chose to take this step, be open to
exploring new places and meeting new people.
-Haleigh Ardolino

Images from the Yucatan
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English

Spanish

What’s happening?

Qué pasa?

I’m sorry!

Lo siento!

I am lost.

Estoy perdido.

Can you speak more slowly?

Puedas hablar más despacio?

No problem!

Sin problema!

Cheers!

Salud!
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