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Objectives
• Retention

• Increasing intrinsic motivation 

• Create an environment that fosters a 
sense of  belonging and a comfortable 
space to use L2 while making errors

• Learning focused on the whole-
person development 

• Moving students into a growth 
mindset



• The first day of  class, students were surveyed and asked to share their ideas about habits of  a 
successful language student.

• From these reflections, instructors had a class discussion and/or individual meetings on the 
importance of  being aware of  one’s mindset during the semester. Students were provided with 
strategies to help them shift from a fixed mindset to a growth mindset. 

• We incorporated a variety of  activities into our courses (true beginner – 101, high beginner – 150, 
intermediate – 201). We utilized input-based strategies and activities that were scaffolded, meaningful, 
personalized, and interesting to our learners.

• Post exam reflections were given to students for them to analyze their metacognitive strategies.

• Indirect and Direct Measures were administered to all students in the final course of  the sequence 
(201).

Methodology



• How second language is learned and acquired

• How a set mindset may affect the learning process

• Critical characteristics of  a successful language student

• Ways to prepare for these assessments

Students tend to not consider…



Examples of  word chunks









Post-Exam Reflection Survey



Data



Indirect Measurement Data



Direct Measurement Data



• The vast majority of  students surveyed believe they are only learning if  they receive good grades on assessments.  
They believe their grade equals their knowledge and ability.

• Students fail to see learning as a partnership between teacher and student with the students in an active role.

• Active participation is crucial yet undervalued by most students.

• Correlation between student ability and perception of  ability.

• Mechanical learning is valued by the students yet not sufficient for language acquisition.

• Dip in performance in Fall 2018: conversations need to be spontaneous and authentic (not forced or memorized 
material).

• A single metric needs to be developed to be used by all faculty members in the ML Department at Roanoke College.

Conclusions
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