








Before You Get Involved 
1. Incident is reported

No time limit or geographic restriction 
Many possible Reporting Parties 

2. Evaluation of interim measures (72 hours)

3. Initial meeting with Alleged Victim
Policy provided and process explained 
Confidentiality issues reviewed (FERPA consent) 
Assist Complaint filing process 
No contact order/accommodations 

4. Initial meeting with Respondent - if Complaint filed
Written details of Complaint (date, alleged victim, location and nature of alleged misconduct) 
Policy and process reviewed 
Confidentiality reviewed (FERPA consent) 

5. Determination that investigation should/must proceed

6. Investigators Appointed - Parties have 3 days to object

7. Investigation and Investigative Report

8. Evaluation of Report - decide need for hearing

9. Hearing
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A Note Regarding Language 

• The well-intentioned use of words can be
misunderstood, misinterpreted, and assigned
different or greater meaning than intended

• Consider the evolution of language used in Sexual
Misconduct guidance and policies:

- Victim, Survivor, Accuser, Complainant/

- Predator, Perpetrator, Accused,�./ ) 
• The same words can often be imbued with different

meanings - clarify slang and other terms used
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Key Policy Definitions 
(See Handout) 

• Sexual Misconduct

- Dating Violence

- Domestic Violence

- Non-forcible sex acts

- Sexual assault and rape

- Sexual exploitation

- Sexual harassment

- Stalking
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Challenges Related to Alcohol Use 

• Understand Immunity Rule and application
• Delay in reporting based on:

- Concerns over conduct policy consequences

- Lack of knowledge what occurred

- Complainant may blame themselves due to intoxication
or may not recognize lack of consent

• One or both parties may have been unconscious
or in and out of consciousness

• Lack of memory
• Inability to give details
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Evaluating Relevance 

• Information is relevant if it bears on the ultimate
question whether the alleged conduct (e.g., sexual
assault) occurred

• The following factors are important when assessing or
considering relevance of information provided:
- elisonal knowledge (can be knowledge of the alleged

ormation directly related to the incident in 

- Gossip and second- or third-hand information is less likely to
be relevant even if the witness is credible

• At hearing, Chair makes decision on relevance
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