THE ZENO CONTEST 2016
All Roanoke College students are invited to compete in the fourteenth annual Zeno Contest, a critical thinking competition sponsored by the Religion and Philosophy Department.  

A modest cash prize and an extravagant trophy will be awarded to the student with the best solution to the following paradox: 
THE IDLENESS ARGUMENT

As the semester heads toward the midterm, James is troubled.  Things haven’t been going too well, and he knows that he is going to have to devote his every waking hour over the next week to his courses if he is going to pass his midterm exams.  In an agony of despair at this prospect, he is suddenly struck with an inspiring thought:

Every statement must be either true or false.  Thus the statement that he will do well on his midterms next week is either true or false.  If it is true, then studying would be a waste of time: he is going to do well on his exams anyway.  If it’s false, then once again studying would be a waste of time: why study if he is going to fail anyway?  So whether it is true or false that he will do well on his exams, studying would be a waste of time.  

Aglow with insight, he decides to relax.  The next week, he fails all his exams.  

Is anything wrong with James’s reasoning, and if so, what?

Papers should be brief: anywhere from 1-3 pages, typed and double-spaced.  They must be individual efforts, written in standard English with a minimum of errors in spelling or grammar.  

Successful papers should explain as clearly as possible the reasoning that generates the paradox itself and the reasoning behind its resolution.  A panel of distinguished Philosophy faculty will judge all entries on the clarity and rigor of their analysis.  

Entries should be submitted to Dr. Hans Zorn, Religion and Philosophy Department (zorn@roanoke.edu).  

The deadline for submissions is Friday, March 4.  Good luck! 
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