THE ZENO CONTEST 2018

All Roanoke College students are invited to compete in the twenty-third annual Zeno Contest, a critical thinking competition sponsored by the Religion and Philosophy Department.  

A modest cash prize and a gaudy trophy will be awarded to the student with the best solution to the following paradox: 

THE CASE OF THE FROZEN EMBRYOS
During fifteen years of marriage, James and Leslie Knox have not succeeded in having a baby.  As a last resort, they resort to in vitro fertilization.  Doctors surgically remove nine eggs from Leslie and fertilize them with James’s sperm.  The embryos were then placed in a freezer until the proper time for them to be implanted in Leslie’s womb.  In the meantime, James and Leslie come to realize that their marriage is going nowhere, and they decide to get a divorce.  The couple have no trouble arriving at a settlement concerning the house, car, bank account, etc, but they cannot agree on what to do with the frozen embryos.  James is adamant about not wanting to have any children by Leslie, and wants the embryos destroyed.  Leslie, on the other hand, realizing that she is getting older, thinks that the frozen embryos offer her the best chance of having a baby, and she wants them implanted.  

Unable to reconcile their differences, the two go to court.  You are the judge.  How should you rule?  

From Patrick J. Hurley, A Concise Introduction to Logic, 9th ed.  Wadsworth, 2006.  

Papers should be brief: anywhere from 1-3 pages, typed and double-spaced.  Concise, elegant solutions are encouraged.  Papers should be written in standard English with a minimum of errors in spelling or grammar.  Papers must be individual, not collaborative efforts.  The usual rules regarding academic integrity apply.  

A panel of distinguished Philosophy faculty will judge all entries by the clarity and rigor of their analysis.  Successful papers should explain as clearly as possible the reasoning that generates the paradox itself and its resolution.  

Entries should be submitted to Dr. Hans Zorn, Religion and Philosophy Department.  Electronic submissions are welcome, and should be sent to zorn@roanoke.edu.  Please direct any questions to that address or call x2024.  

The deadline for submissions is Friday, March 2.  Good luck!
